Ontario has cracked down on some of the worst
offenders on our roads – impaired drivers and
drivers suspended for Criminal Code convictions.
These drivers put others at risk and must be held
accountable and responsible for their actions.
Ontario has taken action with the introduction of
TOUGHER measures:

✓
✓
✓
✓

Longer Suspension Periods

Alcohol Education and
Treatment Programs

Education and Treatment Programs
Drinking drivers are required to take more
responsibility for their actions. They have to get
their drinking problem under control if they
want their licence back.
They must successfully complete Ontario’s
Back on Track remedial measures program
before their licence can be reinstated. All
components of this program can take up to
11 months to complete. Participants must pay a
fee of $578 for an impaired driving conviction
suspension, or $178 for a warn range suspension
(after a second suspension within 5 years), to
cover the cost of the program, which consists of
three phases:

Vehicle Impoundment

Ignition Interlock Program

MOST IMPAIRED DRIVERS KILLED
IN CRASHES HAD BLOOD ALCOHOL
LEVELS ALMOST DOUBLE THE
LEGAL LIMIT.

1. Assessment:*
Determines the extent of the drinking
and driving problem and whether an
education or treatment program is most
appropriate.
2. Education or Treatment Program:
Driver must successfully complete the
appropriate
program
aimed
at
preventing drinking and driving. These
programs focus on how alcohol affects
driving performance, the consequences
of impaired driving and ways to avoid
drinking and driving.
3. Follow-up Interview:*
Arranged by the participant six months
after completion of the education and
treatment components to revisit the skills
and goals set during the program.
* Warn range suspension drivers are not required to take an
assessment or follow-up interview.

BACK ON TRACK
You don’t have to be over the Criminal Code
blood alcohol limit of 0.08
to face serious consequences.

To register, please call
1-888-814-5831 or
in Toronto 416-595-6593
or online at www.remedial.net

LOSE
IT
FOR
LIFE
Longer Suspension Periods for Repeat
Offenders
Drivers who are convicted of Criminal Code drivingrelated offences lose their driving privileges for:

•

One year on a first conviction;

•

Three years on a second conviction;

•

Lifetime suspension on a third
conviction which can be reduced to
10 years if certain conditions are met;
and

•

Lifetime suspension on a fourth
conviction with no possibility of ever
having an Ontario driver’s licence
again.

In addition, driving-related Criminal Code
convictions remain on a driver’s record for at least
10 years. Drivers must be conviction free for 10
years before they will be considered to have a clean
driving record.

Vehicle
Impoundment
Under Ontario’s Vehicle Impoundment Program,
drivers who are caught driving while their licence
is suspended for a Criminal Code conviction will
have the vehicle they are driving impounded for a
minimum of 45 days and may be charged with a
further offence under the Criminal Code or
Highway Traffic Act.
Regardless of whether the vehicle is rented, leased
or loaned to a friend or family member, the vehicle
will be impounded. The vehicle owner will be liable
for all towing and impoundment costs.

BE RESPONSIBLE
Vehicle owners are responsible for taking all
reasonable steps to ensure that every person who
drives their vehicle has a valid driver’s licence.
To verify a valid driver’s licence through the Ministry
of Transportation:

•

Call 1-900-565-6555
($2.50 per check applied to phone bill)

•

Access MTO’s website at:
www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/vip/
($2.00 per check payable by Visa/MasterCard)

•

Obtain a driver’s abstract at MTO offices or
Service Ontario Kiosks
($12.00 to $13.00 per abstract)

Administrative Monetary Penalty
Drivers must pay $150 following either an
Administrative Driver’s Licence Suspension or a ‘warn
range’ suspension.

Costs For A Convicted Drinking Driver
CATEGORY
Legal and Court Costs
(estimated range)
Criminal Code Fine
Alcohol Education and Treatment
Program

CONSEQUENCES

2nd Time
3rd and
3rd and
1st
2nd
(within Subsequent
Subsequent
1st Time 5 yrs) (within 5 yrs) Occurrence Occurrence Occurrence

Roadside
3 days 7 days
Suspension1

30 days

90 days3

90 days3

90 days3

$1,000
$578

Administrative Monetary Penalty

$150
$13,500

TOTAL MINIMUM COST1
(plus applicable taxes on some items,
actual costs may be higher)

Impaired Driving Conviction:
Test 0.05 to 0.08 BAC Impaired driving, test over legal limit ‘Warn Range’
0.08 BAC or refuse test

AMOUNT
$2,000 - $10,000

Increased Insurance (estimate:
$4,500 extra per year for 3 years)
Ignition Interlock (1 year)

Consequences of Drinking and Driving

Administrative
Monetary
Penalty

$150

$150

$150

$150

$150

$150

Alcohol
Education
Program

No

Yes

No

Yes4

Yes4

Yes4

Alcohol
Treatment
Program

No

No

Subsequent
occurrences include
a mandatory
Medical Review

Yes4

Yes4

Yes4

Ignition
Interlock
Condition

No

No

6 months

7-Day
Vehicle
Impoundment

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Minimum Jail
Sentence - on
conviction

n/a

n/a

n/a

No

30 days

120 days

$1,500
$18,328

Note:
Other potential costs include property damage, loss of
employment income and uninsured medical costs.

1

Zero Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) for
Novice and Young Drivers 21 and Under.
Novice drivers of any age and all drivers 21 and under,
regardless of licence class, must have a blood alcohol
level of zero when operating a motor vehicle.
If you are a novice driver and are caught with any
amount of alcohol in your blood, you will receive an
immediate 24-hour roadside driver licence
suspension. If convicted,
you will be subject to
a fine from $60-$500
and receive a suspension
period as per the
Novice Driver Escalating
Sanction scheme, up to
and including cancellation of the novice licence. You will also have to return
to the start of GLS (Graduated Licensing System).
If you are a fully licensed driver who is 21 and under
and you are caught with alcohol in your blood, you
will receive a 24-hour roadside driver licence
suspension. If convicted, you will be subject to a fine of
$60-$500 and a 30-day licence suspension.
For more information on Ontario’s Graduated
Licensing System as well as Novice Driver
Escalating Sanctions, see
www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/gradu/index.shtml

Yes

1 year
3 year
minimum2 minimum

Lifetime

DIFFERENT.
BEER
WINE
SPIRITS

BUT EQUAL.

(5% ALC./VOL.)
(12% ALC./VOL.)
(40% ALC./VOL.)

12 OZ.
5 OZ.
1.5 OZ.

THESE STANDARD SERVINGS OF BEER, WINE AND
SPIRITS ALL CONTAIN EQUAL AMOUNTS OF ALCOHOL.

Impaired driving is a serious problem. In Ontario,
impaired drivers cause thousands of traffic crashes
every year. Drinking drivers are responsible for
approximately one-quarter of all people killed on
Ontario roads. Drinking and driving hurts us all –
through deaths, injuries and personal tragedies,
costs for health care, emergency response and
property damage.
Every year approximately 18,000 drivers in Ontario are
suspended for Criminal Code convictions. About
85% of those convictions are related to drinking
and driving.
*In addition to impaired driving, Criminal Code
convictions include criminal negligence causing bodily
harm or death, manslaughter, dangerous driving and
failure to remain at the scene of a collision.

IMPAIRED DRIVING CONSEQUENCES
On-The-Spot Licence Suspension

Fine on conviction

n/a

n/a

n/a

$1000

Licence
Suspension on conviction

n/a

n/a

n/a

1 year 2

Judge’s
Judge’s
discretion discretion
Lifetime
3 year

Lifetime licence
suspension is reducible
to 10 years if certain
conditions are met

Notes:
1

2

3

4

Roadside suspensions are separate and distinct from any
charges a driver faces in court.
The Reduced Suspension with Ignition Interlock Conduct
Review Program allows eligible drivers convicted for a first
time of an alcohol-impaired driving offence under the
Criminal Code on or after August 3, 2010 to reduce their
licence suspension in return for meeting specific
requirements, such as the mandatory installation of an
approved ignition interlock device in their vehicle.
Drivers face a 7-day vehicle impoundment if they blow over
the legal limit, fail or refuse alcohol or drug testing, or drive
without an ignition interlock device if they are required to
use one. As well, drivers caught while driving under specific
HTA licence suspensions, including those under the ‘warn
range’, also face a 7-day vehicle impoundment.
The assessment will determine whether the participant is
required to take education or treatment.

Drivers who provide a breath sample in the ‘warn
range’ (.05 to .08) will have an immediate roadside
suspension of a minimum of 3 days.
Drivers who provide a breath sample over the legal
limit (.08) or fail or refuse drug or alcohol testing will
have their driver’s licence suspended immediately for
90 days under the Administrative Driver’s Licence
Suspension (ADLS) Program. This suspension is
separate and distinct from any criminal charges a
driver faces in court.
An impaired driving conviction under the Criminal
Code results in a suspension under the Highway
Traffic Act. For the minimum penalties and
consequences see the chart Consequences of Drinking
and Driving.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 1-800-268-4686
OR 416-235-4686 OR www.ontario.ca/drivesober.
CE DOCUMENT EST AUSSI DISPONIBLE EN FRANÇAIS.

MADD Canada, 1-800-665-6233, www.madd.ca

IMPAIRED
DRIVING:

IT WILL
COST YOU
BIG TIME

