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Prov./ 
Terr.

1
 

Inclusion Criteria 
Reduced 

Suspension 

Minimum Duration 

1st 2nd 3
rd 

AB
2 Any alcohol-related Criminal Code 

impaired driving offence
3 

Yes 1 year
4 

3 years 5 years 

BC 
Any alcohol-related Criminal Code 
impaired driving offence

5
 

No 1 year 2 years 3 years 

MB 
Any alcohol-related Criminal Code 
impaired driving offence

 No 1 year 1 year 3 years
6 

NB No Mandatory Program 

NL No Mandatory Program 

NT No Mandatory Program 

NS
7 

“High-risk first offenders”
8
; drivers con-

victed of impaired driving causing death 
or bodily harm

9
; or offenders with a prior 

impaired driving, refusing/failing a test; 
or driving while disqualified conviction 

Yes 1 year 2 years 3 years 

NU No Interlock Program 

ON
10 

Any alcohol-related Criminal Code 
impaired driving offence  

 Yes
11

 
1 year 3 years Life 

PE
12 

Impaired driving or refusing/failing a 
test

13 Yes 1 year
 

- 2 years if BAC < .16%; 

- 5 years if BAC <.16%;
14

   

- 5 years if fail/refuse a 
required test

15 

10 years
16 

 QC
17 

Drivers convicted of any alcohol-related 
Criminal Code impaired driving offence 
who did not apply or were ineligible for 
the voluntary program 

No 1 year 2 years 3 years 

SK
18 

 Any Criminal Code impaired driving 
offence

19 
Yes

20 1 year 2 years 5 years 

YK No Mandatory Program 

1. In addition to the formal interlock program, the traffic authorities typically have broad discretionary power to 

impose various terms and conditions on the licence of any driver. This residual power can be used to impose 

interlock orders on federal impaired driving offenders. 

2. The lookback period for a prior conviction is 10 years.  

3. The phrase “any alcohol-related Criminal Code impaired driving offence” includes all offences in ss. 253, 254 

and 255. 

4. The Registrar has discretion to refrain from imposing an interlock order on a first offender whose BAC was 

below .16%. 



5. Participation is mandated by administrative policy. 

6. The lookback period for prior convictions is 10 years. The prescribed interlock period is the driver's lifetime for a 

fourth conviction, but a driver can apply to have an interlock order longer than 3 years removed at the end of the 

third year. 

7. The lookback period for prior convictions is 5 years. 

8. A “high-risk” offender is a driver who has been assessed in an alcohol rehabilitation program as being “high 

risk.” 

9. The minimum participation period for these drivers is 2 years if they are first offenders and 5 years if they are 

repeat offenders. 

10. The lookback period for prior convictions is 10 years. 

11. Currently, the reduction only applies to first offenders. Drivers who plead guilty have their licence suspension 

reduced to a minimum of 3 months, followed by a minimum 9-month interlock order. Drivers who did not plead 

guilty have their licence suspension reduced to a minimum of 6 months, followed by a minimum 12-month 

interlock order. No reduction is available to offenders: who were impaired by drugs, or a combination of alcohol 

and drugs; or who were convicted of impaired driving causing death or bodily harm. 

On October 21, 2014, the Ontario Ministry of Transportation announced its intention to introduce a Bill that 

would make the reduction in the provincial licence suspension available to repeat federal alcohol-impaired 

driving offenders who enroll in the provincial interlock program.  

12. In PEI, offenders who are convicted of an offence under s. 255 (impaired causing death or bodily harm; BAC 

above .08% and causing death or bodily harm; and refusing/failing a test and causing death or bodily harm) are 

not eligible for the mandatory program.  

The lookback period for a prior conviction is 10 years. If there was a passenger under the age of 16 in the 

vehicle at the time of the offence, the Registrar may add a further term of up to 12 months to the interlock order 

for a first, second or third offender.  

13. Pursuant to s. 73(1.3)(b)(i) of the Highway Traffic Act, RSPEI, c H-5 (HTA), these 2 and 5-year interlock terms 

are based on the offender’s BAC as measured, somewhat surprisingly, on an “approved screening device.” 

14. Despite some ambiguity in ss. 73(1.31) and (1.32) of the HTA, second offenders will be required to have a .00% 

BAC while driving for a 3-year period. According to a May 9, 2014 government press release, drivers who 

breach this .00% BAC limit are subject to a $2,000 fine and 12 demerits, which would automatically result in a 

licence suspension. However, it is extremely difficult to reconcile the preceding statements in the press release 

with the legislation.  

15. After successfully completing at least 5 years of the 10-year interlock term and fulfilling any other required 

conditions, third and subsequent offenders may apply to the Registrar for a “subsequent” driver’s licence and a 

restricted licence plate number. The Registrar may grant the application on condition that for the remainder of the 

original 10-year interlock term, the offender drives only the specified vehicle with the restricted licence plate 

number and maintains a .00% BAC while driving. The May 9, 2014 government press release appears to suggest 

that breaching these conditions will result in a $2,000 fine, 12 demerit points and the cancellation of the 

“subsequent” licence. It is extremely difficult to reconcile the statement in the press release regarding the fine 

with the Schedule to the HTA, which provides a fine of between $1,500 and $2,000 for breaching the conditions 

of the “subsequent” licence.    

16. The lookback period for prior convictions is 10 years. The interlock order is 2 years for a first offender who had a 

BAC above .16% or refused to provide a sample. The order is 3 years for these offenders if they had 1 or more 

prior cancellations in the preceding 10 years for an alcohol-related offence, unless their BAC exceeded .16% in 

the prior offence or the offence was for refusing to provide a sample. A lifetime interlock order is imposed on 

offenders if they had 1 or more cancellations in the preceding 10 years for refusing to provide a sample or for any 

alcohol-related offence in which their BAC exceeded .16%. A lifetime interlock order is also imposed on drivers 



with 3 or more alcohol-related impaired driving convictions in the past 10 years. 

17. The lookback period for prior convictions is 10 years. 

18. Saskatchewan’s mandatory interlock program is anomalous in two regards. First, the mandatory alcohol interlock 

program applies to drivers who are convicted of refusing/failing to take a drug test and drivers who are convicted 

of driving while their ability to do so is impaired by a drug. Thus, unlike in other jurisdictions, offenders who had 

BACs of .00% are required to complete the mandatory interlock program. Second, the mandatory interlock 

provisions applicable to drivers convicted under ss. 253(1)(b), 254(5) and 255 of the Criminal Code are 

contained in s. 148(7) of The Traffic Safety Act, SS 2004, c. T-18.1 (TSA), whereas the provisions applicable to 

drivers convicted under s. 253(1)(a) of the Criminal Code are contained in s. 150.4(1) of the TSA. 

19. Drivers convicted of an impaired driving offence causing death or bodily harm are not eligible for reduced 

provincial suspension. 

 

 


