
To stop impaired driving and to support victims of this violent crime.

Winter 2018

Red Ribbons Deliver Sober Driving 
Message Across Canada

With the holiday season upon us, awareness 
about the risks of driving under the influence 
of alcohol, cannabis or other drugs is 
crucial. MADD Canada and its Chapters and 
Community Leaders are spreading the sober 
driving message from coast to coast to coast 
with the 2018 Project Red Ribbon campaign. 
“Our awareness campaign, featuring our iconic red 
ribbon, runs from the beginning of November until 
January 7,” said Patricia Hynes-Coates, MADD Canada 
National President. “Hundreds of volunteers will be 
out in communities across the country handing out red 
ribbons and car decals to remind people to plan ahead 
for a safe and sober ride home if they’re going to be 
consuming alcohol, cannabis or other drugs.” 

The symbolic ribbons are a sign of a person’s 
commitment to always drive safe and sober, and also 

serve as a tribute to the thousands of Canadians who 
are killed and injured each year in crashes involving 
alcohol and/or drugs. 

MADD Canada thanks its national 2018 Project Red 
Ribbon sponsors for their generous support, including: 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada, Irving Oil 
Ltd., BMO Financial Group, Continental Tire Canada 
Inc., RTL-Westcan Group of Companies and Cascades 
Canada ULC.  For a full list of this year’s Project Red 
Ribbon sponsors, see Page 15. 

Red ribbons and car decals are available through the 
Chapters and Community Leaders and  participating 
sponsor outlets.  Anyone who wishes to support Project 
Red Ribbon with a donation can do so online through 
the web site, by calling 1-800-665-6233 or by texting 
“RIBBON” to 45678 (a one-time $10 donation is added 
to the donor’s cell phone bill and payable to his or her 
service provider.)

Project Red Ribbon launched in Halifax on November 1 at 
a special event in partnership with MADD Halifax Regional 
Chapter. Helping launch this year’s campaign were (left to 
right): Halifax Mayor Mike Savage; Mike MacMichael from 
Irving Oil; Anissa MacLeod, MADD Canada Atlantic Regional 
Director; Allstate Insurance Company of Canada Agency 
Manager Matt Conrad; Halifax Regional Police Superintendent 
Don MacLean; MADD Canada National President Patricia 
Hynes-Coates; RCMP Chief Superintendent Marlene 
Snowman; and other officers from the RCMP.  



2madd.ca

Celebrating Our Incredible National Volunteer 
Award Recipients
One of the true honours of my role as National President 
is having the opportunity to present our National 
Volunteer Awards. Each September, at our National 
Leadership Conference, we present awards to individuals 
and organizations making extraordinary contributions to 
the fight against impaired driving. 

Here are the elected leaders, police services and 
agencies, and volunteers who were honoured with awards 
for the incredible difference they are making in the effort 
to end impaired driving and support victims/survivors. 

Patricia Hynes-Coates, National President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Halton Regional Police Service
Halton Regional Police Service received a Citizen of 
Distinction Award for its creation of an innovative new 
system to obtain, view and analyze the precursors to 
impaired driving, enabling them to charge more people 
driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Receiving 
the award on behalf of Halton Regional Police were 
Joseph Glover and Derek Davies.  

The Honourable Joe Hargrave, Minister responsible for 
Saskatchewan Government Insurance
The  Honourable Joe Hargrave received a Citizen of 
Distinction Award for his vision and leadership in 
implementing new impaired driving laws and public 
awareness campaigns which have helped reduce impaired 
driving in Saskatchewan by 40% from 2016 to 2017. 

Peter Hogg, Scholar in Residence at Blake Cassels and 
Graydon LLP and Professor Emeritus at Osgoode Hall 
Law School
Peter Hogg (centre) received his Citizen of Distinction 
Award from (left to right): MADD Canada’s Eric Dumschat 
(Legal Counsel), Brian Westlake (former National Board 
of Directors member), Robert Solomon (Director of 
Legal Policy) and Andrew Murie (CEO). Canada’s leading 
constitutional law scholar, Peter Hogg played a major role 
in the passage of one of Canada’s most important new 
impaired driving laws – mandatory alcohol screening. 
Mr. Hogg has supported the constitutional viability of the 
measure, noting the significant benefits the measure will 
have to public safety.  

Carolyn Swinson, Ontario East Director  
– National Board of Directors
Carolyn Swinson received a 2018 Citizen of Distinction 
Award for her 25 years of tireless work sharing the sober 
driving message, educating Canadians about the impact 
of impaired driving, motivating elected officials to advance 
strong impaired driving laws and, most importantly, 
offering support and assistance to victims and survivors. 
She is committed to doing everything she can to prevent 
other families from facing the devastation that her family 
faced when her father and her son were killed in separate 
impairment-related crashes.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Minister of 
Justice and Attorney General of Canada
The Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould received a 2018 
Citizen of Distinction Award from Chief Executive Officer 
Andrew Murie. With leadership and innovation, Minister 
Jody Wilson-Raybould ushered in strong new impaired 
driving laws at the federal level which will help reduce 
alcohol and drug-impaired driving in Canada. 

Toronto Police Constable Ken Perino
Toronto Police Constable Ken Perino received the Terry 
Ryan Memorial Award for Excellence in Police Services. 
Constable Perino has made over two dozen arrests 
for impaired driving offences in the last two years and 
regularly shares his knowledge about investigating and 
testifying at impaired driving cases with younger officers. 

Gregg Thomson, MADD Ottawa Chapter
Gregg Thomson received the 2018 Victim Services 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Gregg has made 
tremendous contributions both locally and nationally 
in support of victims, providing victim support through 
telephone contact, face-to-face meetings and facilitating 
support group meetings.  He also conducts workshops at 
the National Conference for Victims of Impaired Driving. 

Anita Huchala, MADD Lethbridge & Area Chapter
Anita Huchala received the 2018 Volunteer of the Year 
Award.  The community was without MADD Canada 
representation for quite some time. Anita joined MADD 
Canada and, in just one year, has built a large volunteer 
base, established a full, active Board and initiated 
partnership with police and community stakeholders. 
Through her efforts, MADD Canada’s programs, services 
and sober driving message are once again vibrant in 
Lethbridge & Area.  

MADD Edmonton Chapter
Amanda Sawatzky, Catherine Larue and Mark Manning 
accepted the Fundraiser of the Year Award for MADD 
Edmonton. Less than two years ago, MADD Edmonton 
Chapter was struggling financially. But with dedication, 
passion and enthusiasm, they have turned that all around 
and raised an incredible $70,000 over the past year and 
half towards programs and services in the community, 
including expanded education and awareness, monthly 
victim support group meetings, sponsoring presentations 
of the School Assembly Program, and sending victims and 
volunteers to MADD Canada’s national conferences. 
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IN THE NEWS

Ontario Victims of Impaired Driving 
Honoured in New Mobile Awareness 
Campaign  
RTL-Westcan Group of Companies 
has expanded its mobile awareness 
campaign into Ontario. 
Since 2012, the bulk transportation company, which 
operates in Western Canada, the Northwest Territories 
and Ontario, has featured decals with the photos 
of impaired driving victims on its truck trailers in 
the Western part of the country.  The accompanying 
message encourages motorists to call 911 to report 
suspected impaired drivers to police. The campaign 
aims to raise awareness about the consequences of 
impaired driving, and how people can prevent it.  

In October, RTL-Westcan expanded the awareness 
initiative to 40 truck trailers based in Ontario. The 
decals, which will be seen by thousands of motorists a 
day, will share the stories of Cody Andrews and Carol 
Grimmond.  

“This is a novel and effective way of getting the sober 
driving message out to a significant number of people,” 

said MADD Canada National President Patricia Hynes-
Coates. “Westcan’s trucks are on the road every day 
and are seen by thousands of drivers.”

Special thanks to Cody’s parents Shauna and Dave 
Andrews and his sister Sara Andrews, and to Carol’s 
mother Gladys Grimmond for sharing their loved ones 
stories for this powerful awareness effort. 

“Road safety is naturally a top priority in our business. 
This campaign is one way we can help raise awareness 
about the dangers of impaired driving and help keep 
our roads and communities safe,” said Howard August, 
Vice President, Canadian Operations, RTL-Westcan. 

In all, 200 of RTL-Westcan’s truck trailers in Western 
Canada and Ontario now have decals. The other decals 
feature photos and information about:  Mike Knox, an 
Alberta teen killed in 1999;  Keisha Trudel, a teen from 
the Northwest Territories killed in 2008;  Brad and 
Krista Howe, a husband and wife – and parents of five 
children – who were killed in 2010; and Danille Kerpan, 
a 25-year-old Saskatchewan woman killed in 2014.  

Twenty-three-year-old Cody Andrews was riding in a car 
in London, Ontario in September 2016 when it was hit 
by another vehicle. The other driver was twice the legal 
alcohol limit and travelling at excessive speed. Cody and 
another passenger in the car, Jerry Pitre, were killed.  

Carol Grimmond was home for the Thanksgiving 
weekend in 2012. She and her twin brother Colin 
were returning home from a birthday party for their 
grandfather when they were struck by an impaired driver 
travelling the wrong way on Highway 407 in Oakville. 
Carol was killed and Colin was seriously injured. 
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IN THE NEWS

LCBO, Its Staff and Its Customers  
Show the Joy of Giving Back
‘Tis the season of giving and 
generosity, and nowhere is that more 
evident than in the Joy of Giving Back 

campaign underway in more than 
600 LCBO stores across Ontario this 
holiday season. 
Running from November 26 to December 31, the Joy of 
Giving Back campaign raises funds for MADD Canada 
and four Ontario children’s hospitals.  LCBO customer 
service representatives invite patrons to add a $2, $5 
or $10 donation to their purchase. Donation boxes 
for MADD Canada’s Project Red Ribbon campaign are 
also on display at LCBO checkout counters throughout 
December. 

The annual campaign raises approximately $2 million 
for MADD Canada thanks to the leadership of the 
LCBO, the enthusiasm of LCBO staff and the amazing 
generosity of customers.

“The impact of this campaign is felt deep in the hearts 
and homes of the local communities we serve, and I 
am incredibly proud of our staff and thankful to our 
customers for their generosity each and every year,” 
said George Soleas, President and CEO of LCBO. “It’s 
because of their hard work and commitment that we 
are able to make a difference in the lives of our family 
members, friends and neighbours who rely on these 
vital organizations.” 

The funds raised for MADD Canada support our 
services to Ontario victims of impaired driving, and 
our youth education programs, including the School 
Assembly Program for middle and high school students 
and the SmartWheels program for elementary students. 

Youth are over-represented in impaired driving crashes. 
Educating them about the risks of mixing alcohol and/
or drugs with driving is crucial to the effort to prevent 
impaired driving. SmartWheels and the School Assembly 
Program open a dialogue with young people before they 
begin driving or are faced with decisions about drug 
or alcohol use, and continue the conversation right 
through high school. 

“Reaching young people early and educating them 
about the dangers of driving impaired is key to helping 
them develop safe and sober driving habits that they 
will carry into adulthood,” said MADD Canada National 
President Patricia Hynes-Coates. “LCBO’s Joy of Giving 
Back campaign is absolutely essential to that effort. We 
are so grateful to every customer who donates, to every 
LCBO staff person who promotes the campaign and to 
the LCBO for its ongoing partnership and commitment 
to protecting young people from impaired driving.” 

Thanks to LCBO’s Joy of Giving Back campaign, about 
500 SmartWheels and 1,300 School Assembly Program 
presentations can be delivered throughout Ontario at 
no cost whatsoever to the schools or the students.

If you are in Ontario and visit an LCBO location this 
holiday season, please let them know how much we 
appreciate their support. 



Getting Out The Don’t Drive High 
Message With Tweed and Uber
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MADD Canada is teaming with Tweed 
(Canopy Growth) and Uber on a creative 
and catchy Don’t Drive High campaign 
to get people thinking about the risks 
of cannabis-impaired driving and 
encourage sober ride options. 
The campaign suggests 101 things people can do instead 
of driving high. Examples include: don’t drive high – 
pop some bubble wrap instead; and don’t drive high – 
practice impressions instead. The overarching and more 
serious message that comes with the quirky suggestions 
centres on the risks of driving high and the need to 
always have a sober ride home. 

In addition to the campaign web site, www.dontdrivehigh.ca, 
marketing efforts include posters, billboards, digital 
messaging and, in certain areas, interactive installations 
which bring the “101 better things to do than drive high” 
idea to life. 

Through the web site and online apps, the campaign 
also provides people with ideas and links for safe 
transportation. To kick off the campaign, Tweed and Uber 
offered 40,000 promo codes for up to $5 off an Uber trip 
in markets where Uber operates.  

MADD Canada has partnered with both Tweed and Uber 
over the past couple of years to promote the sober 
driving message in various ways, including television 
and radio public service announcements, and ride 
promotions. We are excited to see these partnerships 
come together for this national campaign which starts 
a dialogue about the impact of cannabis on driving and 
encourages people to plan for a sober ride home if 
they’re consuming. 

IN THE NEWS

MADD Canada National President Patricia Hynes-Coates 
speaks with guests at the launch of the Don’t Drive High 
campaign with Tweed (Canopy Growth) and Uber. 

MADD Canada’s 2019 National Conference for 
Victims of Impaired Driving will be held in Toronto 
from April 26 – 28, 2019. The National Candlelight 
Vigil will take place on the evening of Saturday, 
April 27.

The conference features keynote presentations and 
workshops that provide support, help and coping 
strategies to those who have suffered the loss of a 
loved one or who themselves have been injured in 
an impaired driving crash. 

For more information, contact the Victim Services 
Manager in your Region: 

•	 Western Region (MB, SK, AB, BC, YT, NWT)  
– Gillian Phillips at 1-866-461-4077

•	 Ontario Region - Steve Sullivan at 1-866-876-5224
•	 Québec Region - Marie Claude Morin at  

1-877-392-6233
•	 Atlantic Region (NS, NB, PE, NL)  

- Gloria Appleby, at 1-866-381-8310

The deadline for registration is March 8, 2019.  

National Conference for Victims of Impaired Driving
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IN THE NEWS

New Meaning Brought to this Year’s  
Project Red Ribbon Campaign 

With that in mind, Allstate Agents across the country 
joined us in spreading awareness around the dangers 
associated with impaired driving, by alcohol, by 
cannabis or by other drugs. 

In Halifax, Allstate Agency Manager Matthew Conrad 
joined National President Patricia Hynes-Coates, 
Halifax Regional Police Superintendent Don Maclean, 
RCMP Chief Superintendent Marlene Snowman and 
countless others at our National Launch Ceremony. As 
an active member of his local MADD Canada Chapter, 
it meant a lot to Matthew to show his support for a 
cause he is passionate about both personally and 
professionally. In addition to Matthew, we’d like to 
thank several other Allstate Agency Managers, such 
as Greg Bergeron, Jessica Hardy, Jeff Spidell, Sheila 
Davis, Hassan Dweiri, Amanda Sawatzky, and Dean 

Anderson, all of whom took time out of their busy 
schedules to join us at various ceremonies across the 
country. 

In addition to the support Allstate Canada has shown 
at our events, they also created a special edition digital 
newsletter that went out to over 400,000 people on 
their mailing list. The newsletter promoted our Project 
Red Ribbon campaign and featured articles from All-
state’s Good Hands Blog, to help shed light on changes 
to our legal system and how to celebrate responsibly 
this holiday season and into the New Year.  
We are incredibly grateful for the support Allstate has 
offered us over the last 31 years and look forward to 
continuing our partnership for years to come. 

Allstate Canada is our oldest partner on Project Red Ribbon.  For over 30 years, we 
have worked side-by-side and together have seen countless changes to road safety. 
But our message has always remained the same; impaired is impaired. This year is 
no exception, however that slogan was given new meaning with the legalization of 
recreational cannabis just two weeks prior to our 2018 campaign launch. 

Matt Conrad

Dean Anderson

Jeff Spidell

Greg Bergeron

https://blog.allstate.ca/
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IN THE NEWS

Cannabis and Driving

What is the difference between THC and CBD? 
 
Cannabis is derived from the cannabis sativa plant, 
which contains chemical substances known as 
cannabinoids. Cannabinoids affect cell receptors in 
the brain and body, and how those cells behave and 
communicate with each other.  
 
The most well-known cannabinoid is THC, or 
tetrahydrocannabinol. This is the component 
responsible for the high or intoxicating effect of 
cannabis. THC comes in varying strengths or potency, 
and that can directly impact the effects of the chemical. 
The potency of THC has increased over the years. 

Another well-known cannabinoid is CBD or 
cannabidiol. This substance does not cause a high or 
intoxicating impact, and is often used for therapeutic 
purposes. There is some evidence that CBD may block 
or lower some of the effects of THC on the mind. 

What are the effects of cannabis? 

THC, the main active ingredient in cannabis, impacts 
specific targets in the body, known as cannabinoid 
receptors. Cannabinoid receptors are found in most 
tissues and organs in the body, but are most numerous 
in the brain and nervous system. Cannabinoid 
receptors are involved in the regulation of many 
bodily functions, including: brain and nervous system 
activity; heart rate and blood pressure; digestion; 
inflammation; immune system activity; perception of 
pain; reproduction; wake/sleep cycle; regulation of 
stress; and emotional state.  
 
The short-term effects of cannabis can include: 

•	 euphoria, feeling high;
•	 relaxation; and
•	 heightened sensory experiences (sight, taste, 

smell, sound).

While cannabis has the effect of making one feel 
relaxed and happy, the brain may also experience 
negative or unpleasant effects, including confusion, 
sleepiness and/or impaired ability to remember, 
concentrate or react quickly. It may also cause anxiety 
or panic. 

Does cannabis affect driving ability?

Many people think driving under the influence of 
cannabis is risk-free, and that drivers on cannabis 
are more cautious and drive slower. But studies show 
that cannabis can have a negative impact on driving, 
including reduced concentration and attention span, 
slower reaction time, and an altered perception of time 
and distance. 

Driving studies (simulated and on-road) showed drivers 
had increased variability in lane position, following 
distance and speed following cannabis use. Cannabis 
also affected driver ability to react to unexpected 
events, such as a pedestrian darting out onto the 
roadway. 

Mixing cannabis with alcohol greatly increases the 
negative impact on driving skills. A study comparing 
British Columbia roadside survey results with post-
mortem data on fatally-injured drivers reported that 
cannabis use alone increased the risk of a fatal crash 
fivefold and that cannabis use, when combined with 
alcohol, increased the risk fortyfold.  
 
Just as with alcohol, if you are planning to consume 
cannabis, plan for a sober ride home. 

What are the signs of cannabis impairment? 
 
A person under the influence of cannabis may have 
both physical and behavioural signs of intoxication. 

Physical signs:
• eyes are red, watery or glassy;
• smell;
• dry mouth or shallow breathing; or
• rapid heart rate.

Behaviour signs of cannabis intoxication:
• delayed reaction time;
• paranoia;
• unfocused stares;
• poor coordination; or
• impaired judgement. 

For more information, visit our web site at madd.ca. 

In the Fall 2018 issue of MADDMatters, we looked at the new federal and 
provincial laws to address cannabis-impaired driving. Here, MADD Canada 
answers some of the common questions we have been receiving about cannabis 
and its impact on driving.  



MADD Kimberley Cranbrook hosted their 6th annual 
Grocery Bagging Fundraising Event at Save on Foods in 
beautiful Kimberley. The event received great support 
from the candidates running for civic office and the 
fire department cadets.  B104/The Drive attended to 
support the event thanks to the generous donation of 
radio time from the Chalet GM car dealership. Thanks 
to all those who came out to support MADD Canada. 

MADD Calgary held its Annual Candlelight Vigil of Hope 
and Remembrance on October 24, 2018. This year’s vigil 
was led by National President Patricia Hynes-Coates. 
Joining the families and friends of victims and survivors 
were representatives from Calgary Police, Calgary Fire, 
EMS, RCMP, and STAR Air Ambulance. Eighty-seven 
candles were lit – one for each victim honoured at the 
vigil. The moving and powerful ceremony of remembrance 
closed with an honour guard and piper who led guests 
out after the final prayer. A reception held afterward gave 
everyone the opportunity to see old friends, meet new 
ones, and reflect on the lovely ceremony. 
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CHAPTER NOTEBOOK

On November 1, MADD Lethbridge & Area, in 
partnership with Sgt. Wade Davidson, Cst. Brent 
Paxman and Deputy Chief Scott Woods, launched its 
annual Project Red Ribbon campaign. Lethbridge Police 
Services works year round to get impaired drivers off 
the road and as the busy holiday season approaches, 
they are teaming with the Chapter to remind the public 
not to drive impaired. Pictured (left to right): Sgt. Wade 
Davidson Cst. Brent Paxman, Deputy Chief Scott Woods 
with (front, centre): MADD Lethbridge & Area President 
Anita Huchala. 

On November 1, MADD Brandon organized various “red 
ribbon pinning ceremony” events to promote Project 
Red Ribbon in the community.  Starting out at City Hall, 
Chapter representatives presented and pinned Mayor 
Rich Chrest with a red ribbon. They then moved on to the 
RCMP detachment with Cpl. Boychuk, the Assiniboine 
Community College Police Studies Class with Sgt. 
Paterson, Vincent Massey School, Rivers Town Office 
with Rivers police, fire and EMS representatives. Later 
in the day, they visited Brandon Chrysler, Aleisha’s Salon 
and Spa, Full Tilt Towing, and finished the day at the 
Brandon Youth Centre. Special thanks to Brittany Roque, 
who organized the “pinning” day, and all community 
organizations and members for their incredible support. 
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CHAPTER NOTEBOOK

MADD Fort Simpson hosted their first grocery bagging 
fundraiser event.  It was a wonderful opportunity to 
speak to many people in the community about MADD 
Canada’s programs and services, and give everyone red 
ribbons. Special thanks to all the volunteers who came 
out to bag groceries and represent MADD Canada in 
the community. 

MADD Estevan held their first Project Red Ribbon 
campaign launch at the Estevan Bruins hockey 
game on November 2. They handed out red ribbons, 
received donations and spoke with the public about 
the importance of planning ahead. The event was well 
supported by the community.

MADD Saskatoon held a BBQ fundraiser at the 
Saskatoon Co-op, raising $600. It was a great 
opportunity for meaningful conversation with the 
public about impaired driving. Pictured here, MADD 
Saskatoon volunteers Linda and Lou Van de Vorst.   

The annual Western Training Conference was held 
in Vancouver in October. More than 40 wonderful 
volunteers from across Western Canada spent a day 
and a half learning about MADD Canada’s programs 
and services, networking with other volunteers and 
sharing ideas. Special thanks to National President 
Patricia Hynes-Coates for MC’ing the conference, and 
to all the enthusiastic volunteers who do such amazing 
work in their communities. 



MADD Prince Albert held their first victim support 
group meeting. It was well attended and received 
positive feedback. The Chapter plans to continue these 
sessions on a monthly basis. 
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CHAPTER NOTEBOOK

MADD Sarnia/Lambton President Charmaine 
Murray, left, accepts a cheque for $4,500 from 
Sarnia Community Foundation board member Nicole 
Schultz.  The Chapter will use the funding to purchase 
additional technology and equipment to educate the 
local community about impaired driving, including the 
dangers of using cannabis and driving. Many thanks to 
the Sarnia Community Foundation for its support!

MADD Timmins & Area Chapter is all smiles thanks 
to two special Kirkland Lake Tim Hortons stores 
owned by Gord Sinclair. The stores sold special red 
ribbon cookies in support of MADD Canada’s Project 
Red Ribbon campaign. The special campaign launched 
on November 1, and within 4 days, more than 1,000 
cookies were sold, raising $1,125. Here Sergeant 
James Marcotte of the Kirkland Lake OPP Detachment 
showcases a box of the cookies.

MADD Peterborough Community Leader Lesley Kirton 
completed MADD Canada’s Excellence in Volunteer 
Training Certificate Program. Congratulations to 
Lesley and to all of the Ontario volunteers who have 
completed this training to date. Contact Renata 
Cvitkovic, Regional Manager – Ontario (rcvitkovic@
madd.ca) to learn more about this online training 
designed for MADD Canada volunteers.
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CHAPTER NOTEBOOK

Led by a Piper and Honour Guard, MADD Canada 
members, families, friends, and concerned citizens 
gathered at Ferguson Logan Funeral Home in 
Montague for the Provincial Candlelight Service of 
Hope and Remembrance to honour Prince Edward 
Islanders who have been killed or injured in impaired 
driving crashes. Karen Peters, President of MADD 
Charlottetown & Eastern PE, spoke about the tragic 
crash in St. Peter’s Bay that took her sister Stacy’s life 
and injured her husband.  

Once again, this year, the Lanaudière region is teaming 
with Sylvie Bélanger, MADD Lanaudière Community 
Leader to promote Project Red Ribbon. Along with the 
renewed cooperation with the city of Joliette, Rawdon, 
Lavaltrie and St-Cuthbert, the towns of Saint-Charles-
Borromée, Saint-Gabriel, Saint-Roch-de-l’Achigan, 
Saint-Cléophas de Brandon and Saint-Ligori have 
lent their support to the campaign by lighting local 
landmarks, distributing red ribbons to citizens and 
promoting the campaign in their various communities. 
Furthermore, Communications Isabo provided free 
advertising on their electronic board near Highway 40. 
Sylvie Bélanger was also awarded a special honour 
from CAVAC (Centre d’aide aux victimes d’actes 
criminels) in Lanaudière following a nomination from 
one of the victims that she supported in the in the last 
few years. Congratulations, Sylvie!

It has become a tradition, every fall when French-
speaking volunteers from Quebec and New Brunswick 
meet for a day of training and sharing. This year, the 
meeting was held in the Trois-Rivières area. From left 
to right: Lucie Tanguay (MADD Beauce), Isabelle Sirois 
(MADD Madawaska), Marie-Soleil Blanchard (Quebec 
Regional Office), Sylvie Bélanger (MADD Lanaudière), 
Marie Claude Morin (Quebec Regional Office), Manon 
Blondeau (MADD Ville de Québec), Sylvain Forgues and 
Joyce Pinto (MADD Longueuil). Behind the camera: 
Jean Poulin (MADD Beauce). 

MADD Lunenburg Queens and the Town of 
Bridgewater kicked off Project Red Ribbon by unveiling 
new Campaign 911 billboard signs. Chapter members 
also participated with RCMP and Bridgewater Police in 
sobriety checkpoints as part of the local launch.
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MADD Gander and Area and Gander Fire Services 
hosted the provincial launch of the 2018 Project Red 
Ribbon campaign. Dignitaries in attendance included 
Royal Newfoundland Constabulary’s Paul Didham, RCMP 
Chief Superintendent Holly Turpin and Federal Member 
of Parliament Scott Simms. Master of Ceremonies 
and MADD Gander President Tracey Moller shared 
her personal story of the loss of her sister Marlene. 
Coinciding with this same event, MADD Canada’s 
National President Patricia Hynes-Coates, RCMP Cst 
Heather Ellis, and RNC Cst Ken Milks announced the 
launch of the provincial impaired driving enforcement 
initiative titled “Team Nicholas”. The campaign will 
recognize officers who make a significant contribution 
to road safety in the apprehension of impaired drivers 
across Newfoundland and Labrador. The new initiative is 
named in memory of Nicholas Coates who was killed in 
August 2013 while riding his motorcycle in St. John’s. 

Volunteers from MADD Halifax Regional were present 
at the National launch of Project Red Ribbon as the 
MADD Canada Bus made its debut. Teaming up with 
Ambassatours, MADD Halifax Regional has launched 
this provincial initiative to spread awareness, promote 
Campaign 911 and Project Red Ribbon.

CHAPTER NOTEBOOK

As a long-time partner and Gold Technology Sponsor of 
MADD Canada for more than 10 years, and a Presenting 
Sponsor of the MADD Canada PIA Law Strides for Change 
(GTA) event, Alcohol Countermeasure Systems (ACS) 
is proud to support MADD Canada’s programs and 
services aimed at preventing impaired driving and 
supporting victims and survivors.

ACS is a leading Canadian-headquartered 
manufacturer of breath alcohol testing instruments and 
a supplier of alcohol ignition interlock devices through 
ALCOLOCK. ALCOLOCK devices are installed in vehicles 
and prevent a vehicle from being started if the driver is 
over a specific breath alcohol content (BAC) level. ACS 
also distributes DrugWipe®, an oral fluid drug screening 
device used to detect drug impaired driving.

As ACS and MADD Canada are united in their belief 
that advanced technology has significant potential 
to eliminate impaired driving, ACS continues to test 

and expand alcohol and drug testing technology.  ACS 
alcohol ignition interlock devices now include options 
such as the use of biometric identifiers, remote client 
monitoring and vehicle tracking.

Recently, ACS scientists have also developed non-
intrusive, in-vehicle driver fatigue monitoring systems 
to act as an early warning system to detect drowsiness 
in drivers and help prevent fatigued driving. These 
developments are critical for managing fatigue in 
drivers and reducing other motor vehicle collisions and 
human fatalities.

As our partnership remains strong and continues 
to evolve, ACS looks forward to continuing to work 
with MADD Canada in 
national efforts to prevent 
impaired driving.  

Alcohol Countermeasure Systems Helps to Prevent 
Impaired Driving With Innovative and Effective Technology



14madd.ca

MADD Canada Store
Looking for MADD Canada swag? Visit our online 
store madd.ca/pages/store/ and check out the 
great line of MADD Canada-branded products and 
accessories. Popular products include our red 
shoelaces, mittens, watches, keychains, angel pins 
and car magnets. Treat yourself, or pick up some 
gifts for friends and families.

Keep Celebrations Safe 
This Holiday Season 
The holiday season is here and festive gatherings 
abound. Whether you are the party guest or the party 
host, we have some simple tips and guidelines to follow 
to help prevent impaired driving – whether by alcohol 
or cannabis – this holiday season. 

Party Goers 
If you’re making rounds to holiday parties and are 
planning on drinking or consuming cannabis, eliminate 
the risk of getting behind the wheel altogether and plan 
a sober transportation option: 

•	 Book an Uber.
•	 Take a cab.
•	 Take public transportation.
•	 Arrange a designated driver. 
•	 Plan to spend the night. 

Party Hosts 
As a party host, you have some responsibility for 
the safety of your guests. There are some simple 
precautions you can take to make sure your guests don’t 
drive under the influence of alcohol and/or cannabis: 

• Have lots of food and non-alcohol/low alcohol 
beverages available. 

• Serve drinks yourself so you can monitor how 
much your guests are consuming. Don’t serve 
alcohol to guests who are already intoxicated. Stop 
serving alcohol long before you expect the party to 
wind up.

• If guests are consuming cannabis, try to be aware 
of their consumption / impairment levels.

• Know how your guests are getting home and who 
is driving. 

• If you have Uber in your area, download the app. 
• Have taxi numbers available. 
• Be prepared to have intoxicated guests spend the 

night at your house. 

Happy holidays everyone!

As most Canadians look forward to the holidays 
and the celebration of family traditions, it can be 
an incredibly difficult time for victims and survivors 
of impaired driving. The absence of a treasured 
loved one can be felt even more deeply and 
painfully on special occasions such as these. 

MADD Canada’s Holidays and Hope brochure offers 
some suggestions to help victims/survivors cope 
with these and other difficult times.

The brochure is available on our web site at at 
www.madd.ca/media/docs/holiday_and_hope.pdf.

Emotional support is also available through many 
of our local Chapters, and through our regional 
Victim Support lines:

•	 Western Region (MB, SK, AB, BC, YT, NWT)  
– Gillian Phillips at 1-866-461-4077

•	 Ontario Region - Steve Sullivan at 1-866-876-5224
•	 Québec Region - Marie Claude Morin at 1-877-

392-6233
•	 Atlantic Region (NS, NB, PE, NL)  

- Gloria Appleby, at 1-866-381-8310

We are just a  
phone call away. 

Our best wishes  
for a peaceful  
and comforting 
holiday season.

Support for Victims and Survivors Throughout the Holiday Season
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SPONSORS 

Thank you to all of the sponsors who give so generously to help us  
stop impaired driving and support victims of this violent crime. 

Organizational Sponsors

OFFICIAL SPONSORS 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada 
Got Skill? 
LCBO 
Alcool NB Liquor 
Uber

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Henderson Structured Settlements LP 
Impact Auto Auctions 
Newfoundland Labrador Liquor Corporation

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS 
Alco Prevention Canada 
BMO MasterCard 
Fine Lines Sign Co. Inc. 
SkyPrep

School Assembly Program  
(2018-2019) No Tomorrow

NATIONAL SPONSORS 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada 
RTL-Westcan Group of Companies

PROVINCIAL SPONSORS 
LCBO
Manitoba Public Insurance
Alcool NB Liquor
Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation
PEI Liquor Control Commission
Province of British Columbia
Saskatchewan Government Insurance (SGI)
Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Continental Tire Canada Inc. 
Husky Energy 
Lehigh Hanson 
MJM Media 
Newfoundland Labrador Liquor Corporation

COMMUNITY SPONSORS 
Alberta Traffic Safety Fund
Alliance Pipeline
BC Hydro
ConocoPhillips Canada
Federated Co-operatives Ltd.
Fine Lines Sign Co. Inc.
Government of Yukon
Methanex
Pembina Pipeline Corporation
Rotary Club of Exploits
Rotary Club of Avalon Northeast
SaskTel and SaskTel TelCare

Project Red Ribbon  
(2018) Campaign Sponsors 

TITLE SPONSOR 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
Irving Oil Ltd.

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
BMO Financial Group 
Continental Tire Canada Inc. 
RTL-Westcan Group of Companies

IN-KIND PARTNER 
Cascades Canada ULC

COIN BOX PARTNERS 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada 
Anderson’s Liquor 
BC Liquor Distribution Branch 
LCBO 
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries 
Alcool NB Liquor 
Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation 
NWT Liquor Commission 
PEI Liquor Control Commission 
Saskatchewan Liquor & Gaming Authority 
Yukon Liquor Corporation

Campaign 911 Sponsors

OFFICIAL SPONSORS 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada 
Maritime-Ontario Freight Lines Limited

Technology Sponsor

GOLD TECHNOLOGY PARTNER 
Alcohol Countermeasure Systems

MADD Canada PIA Law Strides  
for Change Sponsors (2018) 

TITLE SPONSOR 
PIA Law

PRESENTING SPONSOR 
Alcohol Countermeasure Systems

OFFICIAL SPONSORS 
DEBCO

SmartWheels Sponsors 

OFFICIAL SPONSORS  
LCBO 
Allstate Insurance Company of Canada 
Ministry of Transportation Ontario 
Canopy Growth 
 
COMMUNITY SPONSORS 
Ottawa Community Foundation 
Peter Gilgan Foundation

mm
MEDIA



Individual and Corporate Donors

CONTACT US

P:  905-829-8805   |   1-800-665-MADD
F:  905-829-8860
E:  info@madd.ca
W:  madd.ca
2010 Winston Park Drive, 
Suite 500, Oakville, ON L6H 5R7

Chair of Board of Directors: Brenda Johnson
National President: Patricia Hynes-Coates
Chief Executive Officer: Andrew Murie

Canadian Charitable Registration No. 13907 2060 RR0001

FOLLOW US

Keep up to date on all the latest news from 
MADD Canada. Follow us on:

maddcanada.ca @maddcanada

MADD Canada wishes to thank the following individuals, corporations, foundations and 
associations for their financial support to victims of impaired driving. Together, we will stop 
impaired driving, save lives and prevent injuries. 

Platinum $10,000 + 
Department of Justice Canada
Manitoba Justice
Transport Canada

Gold $5,000 + 
Candela Strategies Inc.
Car Heaven
Engage Interactive
Miller Memorial Foundation
The Patterson Family Fund via the  
 Raymond James Canada Foundation

Silver $1,000 +
A-Plus Office Movers Inc.
Benefaction Foundation
Caring Hands Publishing
D and D ATM Investment
Edwards Charitable Foundation
Horn Family Fund via the Aqueduct Foundation
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers,
 Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers & Helpers
Nev Foundation
Ontario Power Generation Charity Fund
The Alex and Wendy Campbell Fund via the Calgary Foundation
The Hope Social Justice Fund through the Victoria Foundation
The Janet Griesdale Fund via the Private Giving Foundation

madd.ca

madd_canada

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Platinum
William Garth Hazlitt 
Professor Robert Solomon & Dr. Barbara Lent
Karel & Yoka ter Brugge
Mrs. Czestawa Zabokrzycki

Silver
Gordon & Trudy Doerksen
Ed & Shannon Donkersgoed
Barry Growe
Marjory LeBreton
Mrs. Lecours-Bowker
Patricia & Fred Pentz
Dr. Nichole Riese
Mr. and Mrs. Harry & Lillian Seymour
Carolyn Swinson

Bronze
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Benoit
Mr. H. Barry Gales
Ari & Deanna Joffe 
Stephen Johnston 
Audrey Kenny 
David & Kimberley Ledlie 
Jeanine Moore 
Mrs. Maria Roy 
Nurith Safir 
Ms. Lois Vanderhooft

DONATE

Support MADD Canada’s programs and services with a donation, 
or become a monthly donor. Visit madd.ca or call 1-800-665-6233
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