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MADD
Canada’s
Mission:

Partnership with LCBO ‘terrific’
Awareness campaigns are ‘second to none’ for getting
the message across

To
Stop
Impaired
Driving
And
To
Support
Victims
Of
This
Violent
Crime.

The MADD Canada and LCBO (Liquor
Control Board of Ontario) partnership has made
a tremendous impact with the Ontario public.
Through the years, the LCBO’s support of
MADD Canada’s mission has ensured millions
of Ontarians repeatedly receive the message
about preventing impaired driving, both at
stores’ cash registers and with research-based
radio and T.V. paid advertising.
Most recently, LCBO customers generously
provided $167,637.63 — an unprecedented
donation — towards the 2007 Project Red
Ribbon Campaign. (To put this total in
perspective: It is nearly $100,000 more than the
2006 LCBO donation of $68,454.11; and over

$60,000 more than the all-time high from LCBO
of just over $106,000 in 2004.)
For more than a decade LCBO employees in
each of their 600+ stores throughout Ontario
have encouraged their customers to “Tie One
On For Safety” by participating in Project Red
Ribbon. This year, LCBO customers were
offered the option of donating $2.00 as part of
their Interac or credit card purchase. All
charitable funds raised province-wide by the
LCBO are then divided equally between MADD
Canada and the SickKids Foundation.
National President Margaret Miller
commented on the LCBO: “MADD Canada is
More on page 2
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LCBO Partnership
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very fortunate to have such a supportive partner in
getting our message out to the Ontario public. Our
relationship is terrific and produces awareness
campaigns that are second to none.”
“Our joint initiatives with LCBO have ensured
greater exposure to alcohol consumers and the general
public,” Mrs. Miller added, “What makes this so special
is that the LCBO takes its commitment to social
responsibility and promoting responsible drinking very
seriously — and as a result Ontarians are the
beneficiaries of greater public awareness of the potential
tragedies related to drinking and driving.”
2007 Project Red Ribbon Donation
What’s truly remarkable about this year’s donation is
that almost $68,000 came from one LCBO District in
York Region. That District raised a total of $134,474
for both MADD Canada and SickKids Foundation
during that period.
District Manager Mike Thornington credits the
fundraising success story to clear, constant
communication of expectations - from the District
Manager to the Store Manager to each store employee.
“LCBO employees take great pride in their role in
supporting the communities in which they operate, so
they are proud and eager to help raise money for these
charities,” said Mr. Thornington.
Mr. Thornington provided all stores with updates
about fundraising totals for the rest of the District, and
for the entire province. He said, “This ended up
becoming a fun competition between stores, to see who
could raise more funds for great charitable causes - with
the winners being MADD Canada and the SickKids
Foundation.”
LCBO President and CEO Bob Peter commented,
“We know from consumer and employee research that
both groups consider it important to prevent drinking
and driving. These remarkable fundraising results
clearly show that our customers and employees are
willing to put effort and money behind their
convictions.”
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Effective Awareness Campaigns
The MADD Canada and LCBO partnership has
resulted in new programs, increased public awareness
campaigns and effective products to help combat
impaired driving.
In recent years, LCBO and MADD Canada have
partnered on innovative provincial advertising
campaigns, using creative media - from cinemas, to
outdoor billboards, in bar and restaurant washrooms,
and on radio and TV.

Early campaigns were anchored around the message,
“Drinking and driving is no accident. It’s a choice.
Make the right one.” And focused on individual
responsibility and the consequences of impaired driving.
Recent campaigns, using TV and print ads, have been a
call to action: “Stop drinking and driving. Any way you
can.”
These recent campaigns show the value of taking
immediate action. For example, one campaign shows a
host intervening to prevent a guest who had been
drinking from driving home from a party. It then skips
ahead to a scenario the next morning, where we learn
that taking action to prevent a family member, friend or
colleague from driving after drinking will not jeopardize
the relationship.
This year’s campaign asks audiences to consider why
they wouldn’t think twice about saving a stranger from
imminent harm, but might hesitate to prevent a friend
from driving after drinking to avoid embarrassment.
This creative approach flows from focus group research
that identified a fear of possible embarrassment as a
barrier to taking action to prevent friends and party
guests from driving after drinking. (These TV and
radio commercials are available online at
www.lcbo.com/embarrassed.)
Margaret Miller commented, “LCBO’s fundraising
support has been very important for it has enabled
MADD Canada to provide more alcohol education
programs and services and, very important for us, it has
ensured messaging about drinking and driving is
broadcast across Ontario during prime time.”

Talk to kids
about alcohol
One of MADD Canada and LCBO’s
partnership initiatives is a web-based
interactive site for parents of preteens
(www.talktokidsaboutalcohol.ca).
This micro-website offers parents of
preteens information and tips on talking
with their kids about alcohol.

National President’s Message 
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Step-by-step,
strengthen our laws
In early February, I was in Ottawa
to participate in meetings with MPs
and to appear before Parliament’s
Justice Committee. Making my way
from meeting to meeting, I thought
about the many public policy
challenges our organization faces in
2008. However, before concerning
ourselves with what is on our horizons,
I thought I would take this opportunity
to look back at the progress we made
last year.
MADD Canada’s on-going public
policy activities are an attempt to
strengthen the country’s impaired
driving laws. We meet, call and write
the government to better our laws and
make our roads safer. We are in
constant contact with politicians and
government officials, at both the
provincial and federal levels, to keep
them up to date on the latest research
and international experience in the
fight against impaired driving.
I am pleased to report that some
progress was made with our policy
goals in 2007. And I believe there’s
promise for even greater results this
year. In Ottawa, a new federal law was
enacted regarding the elimination of
conditional sentences for violent
crimes – including impaired driving
causing death and impaired driving
causing bodily harm. In addition,
Ottawa has been debating drug
impaired driving legislation, which
also includes significant amendments
to narrow evidence to the contrary and
to provide new police authority to test
Blood Alcohol Concentrations (BACs)
at scenes of fatalities. (As I write this,
Bill C-2 is now in the Senate.)
After debating lower BACs in the
House of Commons this past year,
MPs are now conducting a review of
impaired driving measures that will be
effective in decreasing the number of
deaths and injuries on our roads. (You
can read more about MADD Canada’s
presentation to MPs on page 4).
At the provincial level, we saw
some encouraging results as well.
There is new legislation in Nova Scotia
(zero BAC for new drivers five years),

New Brunswick (license suspension),
Ontario (license suspension and
roadside countermeasures) and
in Manitoba (roadside memorial
program). Last year there were also
progressive impaired driving debates in
PEI, NWT, Quebec and the province of
New Brunswick. The newly elected
government of New Brunswick has set
impaired driving as one of its priorities.
Politicians are beginning to listen
to Canadians
This is all good news. It tells me
that our country’s politicians and
government officials are beginning to
listen to Canadians and take notice of
their intolerance for impaired driving.
Our governments are catching up to the
public’s attitudes on fighting the crime
of impaired driving.
On this note, I urge you to read the
findings of the Transport Canada /
MADD Canada public survey on
impaired driving, released in
December. You will learn, not
surprisingly, that almost 9 in 10
Canadians overwhelmingly support
countermeasures to eliminate the crime
– measures that include vehicle
confiscation, zero BAC for drivers
under the legal drinking age, and
mandatory breath testing at fatality
crash scenes.
Over and above this, Canadians
want governments to re-think their
approach and look to new
countermeasures. Two-thirds of
Canadians (66%) think police should
be allowed to randomly breath test.
More than 8 in 10 Canadians (83%)
want alcohol ignition interlocks in
convicted impaired driver’s vehicles.
A majority of Canadians (56%) want
alcohol ignition interlocks installed in
all new cars and are willing to pay
extra for this to happen.
There was also a strong majority of
focus group participants who favoured
lowering the BAC limit to 0.05% after
it was explained that police routinely
charge at no less than 0.10 % BAC.
When those surveyed understood that
the status quo today allows a

‘surprisingly large’ amount of alcohol
consumption for drinking drivers, they
were concerned for the safety of all
drivers on the roads.
As I said at the time of the report’s
release, the findings clearly signal that
federal and provincial governments
must step up their efforts to eliminate
impaired driving. There is strong
public support for governments to
strengthen countermeasures to enhance
detection and apprehension, stop repeat
offenders, and ensure greater police
enforcement of impaired driving laws.
Our Public Policy Agendas
Making a Difference
For information regarding MADD
Canada’s public policy agendas,
review the MADD Canada Research
Library website section. Take a look at
our 5-point federal template and our
policy notes in Taking Back Our
Roads, and view the MADD Canada
Model found within the 2006 Rating
the Provinces and Territories. Many
of MADD Canada’s policy documents
can be found in full in the website’s
Research Library and the ‘Take
Action’ pages of the News section.
As I make my way from meeting to
meeting, I walk with you all by my
side, as a donor, sponsor or MADD
Canada member and I am encouraged
by the realization that our organization’s
actions are bringing us closer than ever
before to our policy goals – step-bystep, together we’re making a
difference and helping to strengthen
our country’s impaired driving laws.
We will stop impaired driving.

Margaret Miller
National President
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Legislative Update

Our policy message in Ottawa
Recently, MADD Canada was in Ottawa to testify before
the Justice Committee, which was completing a review of
impaired driving in our country. MADD Canada urged MPs
to strengthen Canada’s impaired driving laws in three
important ways. Here is a summary of the policies we
forwarded at the federal level. To read the full brief presented
to the Justice Committee, visit the MADD Canada website:
http://madd.ca/english/news/pr/p20080212bg.pdf.
Lower BACs
Research has established that virtually every jurisdiction
that has lowered its permissible BAC limits for driving has
experienced significant reductions in impaired driving deaths
and injuries. Lower BAC limits reduce impaired driving
deaths and injuries among all categories of drivers, including
the so-called “hard core drinking drivers” (i.e. drivers with
BACs of .15% or higher). Indeed, contrary to what the
alcohol industry and its allies have suggested, research
indicates that reducing BAC limits to .05% or lower has its
greatest impact on high-BAC drivers.
Support for these principles has come from numerous
studies undertaken in various countries, including Germany,
France, Austria, Belgium, the Netherlands, Japan, New
Zealand, Canada, the United States, Sweden, and Australia.
Virtually every reputable traffic safety, injury prevention and
public health agency supports BAC limits of .05% or lower.
Canada’s .08% BAC law is out of step with the driving
laws in the rest of the world, particularly the leaders in traffic
safety. The current patchwork of short-term provincial and
territorial licence suspensions is simply no substitute for a
national .05% BAC Criminal Code limit.
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Ignition Interlocks
Research indicates that impaired driving offenders with
interlocks on their vehicles have significantly lower
recidivism rates than offenders who do not. So, given the
clear traffic safety benefits of comprehensive alcohol
interlock programs, MADD Canada has recommended that
the provinces and territories make participation a mandatory
condition of licence reinstatement for all Criminal Code
impaired driving offenders.
There are traffic safety benefits to increasing impaired
driving offenders’ participation rates in alcohol interlock
programs, even if this means shortening the federal driving
prohibition and the provincial licence suspension that would
otherwise apply. While these offenders would likely drive
more than if the prohibition and/or suspension remained in
place, at least they would be less likely to drive while
impaired.
Impaired driving offenders seeking to enter an alcohol
interlock program are currently subject to 3, 6 and 12-month
mandatory minimum federal driving prohibitions for a first,
second or subsequent offence. MADD Canada recommends
that the current mandatory minimum federal driving
prohibitions be eliminated or significantly reduced in order to
increase participation rates in alcohol interlock programs.
Offenders would remain subject to whatever hard licence
suspension existed in their province or territory.

Random Breath Testing (RBT)
Numerous jurisdictions around the world have introduced
RBT to improve apprehension rates for impaired driving and,
thus, the deterrent impact of their laws. The Scandinavian
countries introduced RBT in the mid-1970s, and most
Australian states introduced RBT in the early to mid-1980s.
Since then, RBT has been introduced in New Zealand, and
most countries in the European Union permit RBT in at least
some circumstances. In 2003, the European Commission
recommended that all 26 member states introduce
comprehensive RBT programs.
RBT has been an effective deterrent against impaired
driving, significantly increasing the perceived probability of
detection. For example, in New South Wales, 90% of drivers
surveyed believed they might be caught in a breath-testing
checkpoint.
There is convincing evidence that RBT has significant
traffic safety benefits.
A rigorous time-series analysis of RBT in four Australian
states found that it had significant initial and ongoing effects
on serious, fatal and single-vehicle nighttime crashes.
In Queensland, RBT was estimated to have reduced fatal
crashes by 35% between 1988 and 1992, preventing an
estimated 789 fatal crashes during that period.
In New South Wales, RBT was estimated to have
prevented 522 serious, 204 fatal, and 686 single-vehicle
nighttime crashes in its first year.
Another study that evaluated RBT in New South Wales
found that the number of fatally-injured drivers with illegal
BACs (over .05%) dropped by 36% in the four years after
RBT was introduced.
It also reported substantial declines in the number of
individuals who reported driving when they believed
themselves to be at an unsafe BAC.
In the context of the Canadian law, RBT would be a
preliminary screening measure, used to determine whether
there are grounds to demand evidentiary breath tests under
section 254(3) of the Criminal Code. RBT could be
conducted on approved screening devices (ASDs) at
roadside, thereby minimizing the inconvenience to motorists.
RBT is widely acknowledged to be one of the most
effective means of deterring impaired driving and
dramatically increasing police apprehension rates.
Comprehensive RBT programs have been or will soon be
adopted by most comparable democracies. While RBT will
be challenged under the Charter of Rights, this should not
deter Parliament from introducing a measure that has
dramatically reduced alcohol-related crash deaths around the
world. MADD Canada believes that the public interest in
protecting road users from the ongoing and apparently
increasing risks of impaired driving more than justifies the
minor inconveniences posed by RBT.

Chapter Notebook
In the West…
On December 22nd, 2007 MADD Victoria and Area
Chapter realized its dream to have a billboard on the Pat
Bay Highway. This highway is travelled by anyone going
to or coming from the Victoria International Airport and
the BC Ferries. Richelle Edwards, daughter of Chapter
president Christine Rundell, is the featured photo on the
billboard. The picture was taken when Richelle was in a
coma after a crash that killed her good friend Justin
Kavanaugh. The billboard has attracted much attention in
the media with articles in the local newspapers and letters
to the editor focusing on the dangers of impaired driving.
MADD Cold Lake Chapter volunteers had everyone
involved in their Project Red Ribbon campaign launch
held at the Tri-City Mall.
Even the little children
participated in the launch
as they pinned the red
ribbon on the car. This
just goes to show that
you are never too young
to help raise awareness
and enjoy participating in
events with your local
MADD Canada Chapter.
MADD Brandon Chapter launched its Project Red
Ribbon campaign at the Brandon Wheat Kings’ hockey
game. This has become a yearly tradition for the
volunteers, and the community is always in full support.
The volunteers of the Brandon Chapter would like to
encourage anyone who would like to become involved to
contact the Chapter at maddbrandon@westman.wave.ca.

In Ontario...
MADD
Barrie/Simcoe
Chapter recognized Gerry
Groves, Chapter Treasurer,
and Kim Butler (pictured
here), Past President, recently
for their extraordinary.
service and commitment.
MADD Dufferin County Chapter hosted their 3rd
annual Guns & Hoses & Broken Noses charity hockey
game at Shelburne Arena. This annual fundraiser pits
local police officers, fire fighters and paramedics in a
hockey challenge to raise funds for MADD Dufferin
County Chapter. This year’s winners were the
Firefighters-Dufferin EMS
All-Stars. OSAID students
from Orangeville District
Secondary School were on
hand as volunteers. The
Chapter raised over $1,000.
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MADD Durham Region
Chapter congratulates Kim
Brough of Oshawa, winner
of MADD Durham Region
Chapter's Santa Bag draw
held during their Project
Red Ribbon Campaign. The
Chapter is now busy selling
tickets for The Love List, a Chapter President, Melissa
comedy headlining at The Langworth with Kim Brough
Class Act Dinner Theatre in
Whitby on May 1st, 2008. They hope to raise $2, 250.
Please call (905 576-7473 for ticket information. Pictured
below are students who volunteered to assemble 5,000
prom kits as part of their Community Outreach Day.

Left to right: Jerome Holder, RJ Villarias, CJ Alleyne,
Franz Babida, Alex Whitfield, Eric Cho, Margaret
Russnell, Melissa Langworth (Chapter President), Kelsey
Magdamo and Nick Mulders.

MADD Elliot Lake Chapter participated in a mall
display to launch their Project Red Ribbon campaign.
MADD Elliot Lake Chapter sponsored MADD Scientist
and the Quest for Power by bringing it to all five
elementary schools in their community. Over 500
students, teachers and parents viewed the shows. On
December 14th, 2007, the Chapter partnered with the OPP
during a daytime R.I.D.E. checkpoint. Lastly, MADD
Elliot Lake co-sponsored a
city bus (with the city and the
Rotary Club) to provide a
safer travel alternative for
New Year’s Eve/Day. Pictured
is Marie Henning (Chapter
President) & Dennis Lock.
MADD Halton / Peel Region Chapter was presented
with a cheque for $1,014.88. The funds raised were from a
Gala that Sheridan Students Against Drunk Driving held
during Sheridan’s Drug Awareness Week. Thanks to
Vanessa Mensah, and her team of volunteers for raising
much needed funds for the Chapter.
MADD Kingston & District Chapter hosted their 3rd
annual theatre night fundraiser – Heatwave, a comedy on
January 16th, 2008. The Chapter raised $1,000. On
December 8th, 2007, Chapter volunteers partnered with
officers from the Napanee detachment of the OPP during a
Festive R.I.D.E. program in the Town of Greater Napanee.
Their local memorial event, was cancelled due to bad
weather and re-scheduled for April 7th, 2008.
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MADD Kawartha Lakes Chapter launched their Project
Red Ribbon campaign on November 5th, 2007 during an
evening multi-media showing of Friday Night. The
Chapter sponsored 9 other multi-media shows in
November due to support obtained from the Lindsay
Legacy C.H.E.S.T. Fund. In late November 2007, the
Chapter helped launch the Festive R.I.D.E. season with
local police departments. The impaired driving simulator,
an interactive program designed to showcase the negative
effects of driving impaired by drugs and/or alcohol was
available for 3 days. On December 1st, 2007, the Chapter
raised over $1,500 during their 3rd annual grocery bagging
day held at Food Basics in
Lindsay. Pictured from left
to right is Liz Simser, Carol
Ryan, Jeff MadLeod of
Allstate, Tammy Brydon,
John Ongaro of Allstate,
Eileen MacCormack and
Heather Richardson.
MADD London Chapter sponsored a R.I.D.E.
checkpoint and attended seven health fairs. Chapter
volunteers manned an information booth at the Western
Fair for 10 days helping to raise awareness of the dangers
of impaired driving. The Chapter is sponsoring several
Friday Night shows in April 2008. Chapter member,
David Van Staalduinen and the Youth Impact Team have
been busy, working closely with local schools and OSAID
groups, David and his team are using young people to
“reach” young people.
MADD Ottawa Chapter hosted its annual fundraising
breakfast in November at Chances Restaurant. The
Chapter raised over $1,600. This year, the Chapter
included a few celebrity servers: a local news personality,
a city councillor, the Chief Medical Officer for Ottawa and
the new Chief of Police for the Ottawa Police Service. In
December 2007, the Chapter was busy with various
Project Red Ribbon events, including an annual fundraiser
with the Ottawa 67s that raised approximately $2,000. In
addition, the Chapter received a $4,000 grant from the
University of Ottawa to hire a temporary, part-time
Volunteer Co-coordinator. The Chapter is busy planning
for their annual golf tournament tentatively scheduled for
May 26th, 2008.
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MADD Timmins & Area Chapter would like to
introduce you to a few of their youngest volunteers.
Pictured left to right is Hailey (10 months), Abigail (3
years) and Nicholas (10 months) Collings. Snapped
during the Chapter’s
3rd annual Strides for
Change event in May
2007, Abigail walked
in memory of her uncle
Jon Gionetand. Each
year, the Chapter board
designs and purchases
t-shirts for board
members’ kids.

MADD Renfrew County Community Leader Emmett
Byers hosted a community open house in January. Several
new members attended as did various community
representatives. Emmett also conducted a radio interview
to help raise much needed awareness around the dangers
of impaired driving. Emmett and his team of community
volunteers are busy planning their 1st annual Strides for
Change event for April/May 2008.
MADD Thunder Bay
Chapter participated in
the annual Santa Claus
Parade. OSAID students
joined Chapter volunteers
and Allstate represen tatives. The Allstate SUV
was one of many vehicles
participating in the parade.
Volunteers handed out keychains, car magnets, candy, and
red ribbons. The annual Debbie Dawe/Victims’ R.I.D.E.
checkpoint was held in December. Local dignitaries,
police, Chapter members, and victims were all in
attendance. In February, the Chapter raised $500 during
their 1st annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser hosted by the
Italian Cultural Centre.
MADD Waterloo Region Chapter hosted a Christmas
dinner at East Side Mario’s in December. MADD
Waterloo Region Chapter’s Project Red Ribbon campaign
launched November 22nd, 2007. The Chapter is busy
planning their local memorial/vigil. The Chapter is
celebrating its 20th year and is working closely with
MADD Grey North Bruce Chapter, MADD
Huron/Bruce County Chapter and MADD Wellington
County Chapter as they all evolved from MADD
Waterloo Region Chapter.
MADD Wellington County Chapter is back! The
Chapter recently received approval from the National
Board of Directors on February 2nd, 2008. Over a year
ago, the MADD Wellington County Chapter closed due to
a lack of volunteers willing to form a full board. Since
that time, there have been several serious crashes in the
area and as such, the need for MADD Canada programs
and services has continued to grow — especially victim
services. On January 11th, 2008, a successful election
meeting was held.
Please feel free to contact Cindy
Johnston, Chapter President at gemnic@rogers.ca.

Pictured from left to right is their new Board of Directors Dan Mosey, Laurie Stevenson Bullock, Catherine Wells,
Scott Hammond, Cindy Johnston, Christine McCallum,
Emer-Farley-Farrelly and Mike Ashley.
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MADD Windsor & Essex County Community Leader,
Chaouki Hamka and a team of volunteers partnered with
members of the Essex detachment of the OPP in
December to conduct a R.I.D.E. checkpoint. Chaouki also
joined the Mayor of Amherstburg, the Regional Manager
of Southern Ontario’s LCBO Office and various
dignitaries during St. Joseph’s Elementary School’s 4th
annual ‘Message on a Bottle’ Campaign assembly.
Students drew anti-impaired images on LCBO bags that
were later returned to participating LCBO stores and
distributed during the holiday season. In February,
Chaouki and his team of volunteers partnered with OPP,
firefighters and EMS for a grocery-bagging day at Sobeys.
MADD York Region Chapter members attended the
November 21, 2007 meeting of the Police Services
Board, where Chairman Danny
Wheeler presented Margaret
Williams, MADD York Region
Chapter President, with the
Regional Municipality of York
Police Services Board’s 2007
Award for Civic Leadership in
recognition of outstanding
leadership.

In Quebec…
Cathy Maltais, MADD Outaouais Community Leader,
and volunteer, Diane Séguin, held a town hall meeting in
Gatineau on January 16. The meeting room and
refreshments were generously donated by local businesses.
The local police chief, concerned citizens and local media
representatives attended the information evening and all
expressed their support of MADD volunteers in the
Outaouais region.
MADD Upper Laurentians Chapter is active with
awareness and community outreach in the popular MontTremblant area. After a successful Project Red Ribbon
campaign launch at a St-Jovite gas station, Jason Dubeau,
the Chapter President, was invited to participate in a roadblock operation by the local police force. Although the
road-block event had to be stopped following the arrest of
an offender, this is an interesting first in the Upper
Laurentians region.
In Beauce, members of
MADD MRC RobertCliché Chapter organized
activities to mark their first
participation in the Project
Red Ribbon campaign: they
distributed red ribbons and
collected donations at a local
shopping mall. They also
invited elected officials, mayors, a representative of the
Sûreté du Québec police and local media representatives

to a public assembly that served as both the Project Red
Ribbon campaign launch and the official Chapter launch.
The meeting was well attended and articles were published
in local newspapers. Congratulations to MADD MRC
Robert-Cliché’s volunteers for this successful launch!

In the Atlantic Region…
MADD Canada Death Notification Trainers, Paul
MacKenzie, Nick Denny and Lloyd Grahame are active
throughout the Atlantic Region delivering the training to
RCMP, Victim Services and Emergency Service Personnel
across the four provinces.
Chapters in New Brunswick recently applauded the
announcement from Premier Shawn Graham that the
government has approved a Roadside Memorial Marker
Program for their province. Representatives from MADD
Canada will meet with members of the NB Department of
Transportation to discuss the guidelines that have been
developed under the new policy. Recognition goes to Janet
Mason of MADD South Eastern New Brunswick
Chapter and volunteers from several other New
Brunswick Chapters for their efforts to establish this
program.
Recognition goes out to new presidents elected recently:
MADD Lunenburg Queens Chapter Dale Saulnier,
MADD Guysborough County Chapter Kim Jamieson,
MADD Digby County Chapter Jennie Bignell, MADD
Gander and Area Chapter Tracey Clark and MADD
Cobequid Chapter Louessa Grady.
Atlantic Chapters are pleased to welcome Community
Leader Stephane Blanchard from the Caraquet, New
Brunswick area. RCMP Cst. Blanchard will be conducting
the campaigns and programs of MADD Canada in the
Acadian Peninsula, the northeastern part of the province.
MADD Digby County Chapter volunteers accepted a gift
from 7 year-old Stefan Comeau. Stefan, a grade 2 student
in Church Point located on the French Shore in Nova
Scotia, had been working on a fundraising endeavour since
his return to school in the fall. After seeing the MADD
Canada public service announcement “Emily” on TV he
determined that he wanted to do something to help support
victims. He began a campaign in his community to raise
funds by going door to door. On January 29 th , he
presented MADD Digby County Chapter’s founding
member Helena Winchester and Treasurer Dennis Myke
with a uniquely decorated container and the proceeds from
his campaign totalling $129.37.
MADD Halifax Regional Chapter will be the host
Chapter for the 2008 Atlantic Regional Conference May
30 – June 1. Once again a special Vigil of Hope &
Remembrance will be held during this year’s Conference.
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A victim’s story
by Louise Knox

“Whoever said anybody has a right to give up?”
Marian Wright Edelman
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Impaired driving has traumatized my family three
times. Although the events leading up to each crash and
the circumstances surrounding these events all differ, the
needlessness remains the same. In October 1999, my
eldest son, Mike, was killed. In July 2007, my second
son, Erik, was in an impaired driving crash and sustained
injury. Then in December 2007, an impaired driver hit
me. My physical injuries were minimal, but the
psychological damage has been seared into my
consciousness.
I’ve had the knock on the door from a police officer
delivering bad news. I never would have imagined that
my husband and children would have ever come that
close to having a police officer delivering a next of kin
notification for me.
These are not easy memories for me to share because
it brings me back to a very hurtful and frightening time.
However, I feel the importance of the message has to be
first and foremost. I want you all to know just how
quickly and how easily this can happen to anyone. This
isn’t a crime that always happens to someone else.
MADD Canada has now helped me through yet another
difficult time in my life. This organization drives me to
continue the fight. Although many people ask me why
don’t I just give up, my motivation for supporting
MADD Canada and doing my utmost to make our roads
safer only increases.
December 19, 2007 was a typical evening. I just left
work at the MADD Canada Western Region office and I
was parked at a red light at 6:00 pm at a busy intersection.
I heard a loud noise behind me. I looked in my rearview
mirror to see headlights moving all around. I looked in
my side mirror and saw one specific set of headlights that
was coming towards me at a very high rate of speed. I
clutched my steering wheel as tightly as I could and
thought to myself, ‘Oh no, this is going to really hurt.’
By the good grace of God, I was only sideswiped. It
was still enough to push my vehicle over and cause
thousands of dollars of damage. My injuries were
mainly due to my seatbelt, which I am still extremely
grateful for. I know if I hadn’t been belted in, I
would’ve ended up on the opposite side of the vehicle.
The driver who hit me didn’t stop. He proceeded to
hit several other vehicles. He had blown out a front tire,

but that didn’t stop him either. He swerved in and out of
lanes and increased his speed. I was so frightened that I
was about to see someone die in front of my eyes.
The light turned green and I followed. Due to the
driver having lost a tire, sparks were flying everywhere
and I was certain that the vehicle would ignite at
anytime. Even though he had just put my life in extreme
danger, I was still worried for everyone else’s safety on
the road. I’m not sure why, but my first instinct was to
call my husband. I needed to let him know I was okay.
Although there was no possible way of him knowing that
I had just been hit, I still wanted him to know I was okay.
Then I called 911.
The 911 operator was extremely gracious and patient.
I told her what had happened, which direction we were
heading and tried to provide anything else she needed.
We came to a stop at the driver’s place of residence
nearly 5 kilometres from where the crash occurred. I
wasn’t the only one who had given chase. In total, there
were 5 people who he had either hit or who had
witnessed the collisions and his driving behaviour.
When the driver got out of his vehicle and several of
us approached him, the signs of impairment were very
visible. He was staggering and slurring his words. He
could barely stand up and the smell of alcohol was
overwhelming. His passenger was in the same condition.
A few of the other concerned citizens detained him until
police arrived; I stayed on the phone with 911 to let them
know when the police did arrive.
Of course the minutes felt like hours but in reality, the
Edmonton Police Service showed up quickly and took
the suspect into custody. My adrenaline had
skyrocketed, I was shaking uncontrollably and all I could
think of was my family. I just wanted to hug my
husband and hold my children. I wanted to reassure
them that I was okay and that we have been blessed to
have another day together.
Is it bad luck? Is my family marked? No. These real
life events happen to real life people every day across the
country. With determination and MADD Canada’s
support, I won’t ever stop the fight and I hope you won’t
either.
There are so many easy steps one can take to stop an
impaired driver and save a life. It only takes a minute,
but the impact can last a lifetime.
By Louise Knox, Chapter Services Manager
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Youth Programming

MY

With more than half the school year behind us, students and educators are trying to
maintain enthusiasm and engagement in the classroom. Many educators are looking for ways
to drive home the message of the tragic effects of impaired driving. Our youth website
www.maddyouth.ca has a wealth of information for students, teachers, and parents regarding
impaired driving and youth. It includes an interactive game “Why Drive High?” which simulates
marijuana impairment behind the wheel, a “Youth Creations” page where students can post their
impaired driving messages, and much more information for school projects and student initiatives.
Some opportunities to get youth involved are MADD Canada’s 2007-2008
Poster, Essay and Multi-Media contests. This year’s theme is: “If you spot an
impaired driver, Call 9-1-1!”
To view the 2007 winners, access information on contest rules and deadlines or
obtain entry forms, please visit www.maddyouth.ca.
We are also accepting applications for The MADD Canada Bursary Fund.
These bursaries are for Canadian students who have had a parent or guardian
killed in an impaired-driving related crash and are pursuing any full-time
educational program that is approved by a provincial Ministry of Education.
Bursaries of $2,000 can be awarded to qualifying students across Canada.
For more information about MADD Canada’s youth programs, please contact
Chantel Parkes, cparkes@madd.ca, 1-800-665-6233 ext. 232. Please be sure to
visit www.maddyouth.ca!

Become a

Guardian of Hope

Join MADD Canada today by making a monthly gift.

and save lives

Your monthly gift provides a consistent and reliable source of funding for our programs and services.
Your monthly gift is cost-effective. Pre-authorized donations can be processed more efficiently than single gifts,
leaving even more money to support our life-saving programs. We guarantee that a minimum of 97% of your
monthly gift will be directed to our programs.
Your monthly gift will help ensure that we are able to continue to reach people with our life-saving message
before so many more lives are lost.
How monthly giving benefits you:
It’s easy. Just tell us whether you would prefer to use your chequing account or your credit card.
It’s flexible. You’re in control. You can increase, decrease, pause or stop your donations at anytime.
It’s convenient. You’ll receive a consolidated charitable receipt for all your donations for the previous year in late
February.
It’s rewarding. By joining Guardians of Hope, you will receive our quarterly newsletter, MADD Matters, plus our
annual report. You will also have the satisfaction of knowing you are helping to secure a better future for all of us.
Together, we can make a difference.
To join today, please contact Robin Atkinson, Public Awareness Campaigns Manager, at 1-800-665-6233, ext. 226.
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“White Sheet”: MADD Canada’s newest
public service announcement

Actor Francesca Martin portrays a victim of impaired driving in
MADD Canada’s newest Public Service Announcement entitled
“White Sheet”. The slogan is “A part of you dies when someone
you love is killed by an impaired driver. We’re here to help.”

MADD Canada is the grateful recipient of funding
from the Government of Ontario, Ministry of the
Attorney General, Victim Services Secretariat,
Community Grants to create two victim services
outreach public services announcements.
Victims of impaired driving often don’t know about
the comprehensive services and support that MADD
Canada provides. “White Sheet” has been designed to
let victims know that we can help and are actively
seeking out victim services volunteers. If you haven’t
already viewed them on your local stations, go to
YouTube: http://youtube.com/maddcanada. These
PSAs are unforgettable!

New MADD Canada National Portable
Memorial Walls
MADD Canada is the grateful recipient of funding from Justice Canada to develop new portable Memorial Walls for
victims of impaired driving. The extensive Memorial Wall located at the National Office is a very moving exhibition of
the multitude of faces of those lost or injured. People who see it always remark on how overwhelming it is. As the
numbers of photos grow, it has always been a challenge to do similar displays at national conferences. With the grant
from Justice Canada, we are able to create lightweight, portable displays of the photos that can be used at conferences,
regional and media events. These displays will be unveiled during National Victims of Crime Awareness Week, April 1319, 2008 in Ottawa. Members will have an opportunity to view them at the National Victims’ Weekend in Scarborough,
Ontario, April 25-27, 2008.
If you are a victim of impaired driving and would like to have more information on how to have a photo displayed on
the National Memorial Wall, please contact Gloria Appleby at gappleby@madd.ca.

Manitoba joins Ontario, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island
in a Roadside Memorial Sign program
Family and friends of impaired driving victims on Manitoba’s provincial highways will
now have the opportunity to erect a roadside memorial sign as a tribute to their loved one.
The roadside memorial signs will serve as a symbol of remembrance and respect for those
who have been innocently killed in an impaired driving crash on Manitoba’s highways.
The memorials will also serve to the public as a sobering reminder about the consequences
of impaired driving.
For more information please contact Gloria Appleby at gappleby@madd.ca.
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Individual and Corporate Support:
MADD Canada wishes to thank the following individuals, corporations, foundations and associations for their financial
commitment to the work of MADD Canada. With your help, we provide dignified and compassionate support to victims of
impaired driving. Together, we will stop impaired driving, save lives and prevent injuries.

Platinum $10,000 +
Alberta Solicitor General and Public
Security
Health Canada’s Drug Strategy
Community Initiatives Fund
Department of Justice Canada
Ontario Ministry of Attorney General
Gold $5,000 +
AMW Direct & Interactive
The Corporate Image
The Responsive Marketing Group Inc.
Silver $1,000 +
ArtofDisplay.com
Bombardier Employees
Canadian Premier Life Insurance
Company
Caring Hands Publishing
Cat’s Meow
Dominion Automobile Association
(DAA)
East Penn/Power Battery
Longbow Investment Management Inc.
Mackenzie Financial Charitable
Foundation
Mackenzie Financial Employees
Miller Memorial Foundation
Ontario Public Service Employees
Union

✓

PPG Canada Inc.
The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance
Company
Bronze $500 +
Armadale Co. Limited
Cadbury Adams Canada Inc.
Calgary Automobile Dealers
Association
CG & B Group Inc.
City of Saskatoon
Delmar International Inc.
Edmonton Community Foundation
IBM Employees’ Charitable Fund
Ontario Automotive Recyclers
Association
Penner International Inc.
Pentacom Canada
Robyn Moser & Associates Inc.
Victoria Foundation - Anne’s Social
Justice Fund
Volkswagen Canada
Warner Bros. Entertainment Company
Inc.
Waterous Power Systems
W.L. Smith & Associates Limited
Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd.

Individual Leadership Gifts
Platinum
Anna Olson
Karel & Yoka Terbrugge
Professor Robert Solomon and Dr.
Barbara Lent
Silver
Bernice Godfrey
Corianne Dickout
Kenneth Tanenbaum
Michael Adelson
Shirley Grant
Bronze
Ari & Deanna Joffe
Carlo Cipollone
Carolyn Swinson
Dennis O’Connell
Dr. Irene Cohen
Ernst Schell
Jim Waters
L. Fukushima
Margaret Brick
Marjory LeBreton
Patrick Robinson and P. Leigh Sauder
Paul Roth
Polly Hollingsworth
Ruth Reid

Yes, you can count on my commitment to MADD Canada.

I am enclosing my special contribution of:
$15

$25

$35

$50

Other $___________

I would like to join the MADD Canada Monthly Donor Program (please send me information)
I prefer to make my donation by:

Cheque

Visa

MasterCard

AMEX

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Card No. ________________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________
Please make your cheque or money order payable to MADD Canada. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes.
Canadian Charitable Registration No. 13907 2060 RR0001

YES, please send me my newsletter by e-mail.

I have included a bequest for MADD Canada in my will. My e-mail address is ____________________________
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Organizational and Program Sponsors:
Thanks to all of our sponsors who help us to stop impaired driving and to support victims of this violent crime.

Official Sponsors
Allstate Insurance
Company of Canada
Trademark used under licence by Allstate Insurance Company

®

Alcohol Countermeasure
Systems Corp.
Fonora Textile Inc.

High school program (2007-2008)
FRIDAY NIGHT
Presenting Sponsor
General Motors
of Canada Limited
National Sponsor
Allstate Insurance
Company of Canada

Health Sciences Association
of Saskatchewan
Kit Care Corporation

Project Red Ribbon Campaign
Sponsors 2007
Title Sponsor
Allstate Insurance
Company of Canada
Trademark used under licence by Allstate Insurance Company

®

Official Sponsors
#TAXI
Trademark used under licence by Allstate Insurance Company

®

MJM Productions
Suzuki Canada Auto
Dealers Foundation

Official Sponsors
#TAXI

Suzuki Canada Auto
Dealers Foundation

CN

Corporate/ Provincial Sponsors
Alberta Motor
Association (AMA)

Corporate Sponsors
CANPAR Transport

Provincial Sponsor
Manitoba Public
Insurance

Elco Fine Foods Inc.

Corporate Sponsors
Husky Energy

Coyle Corrugated
Containers Inc.

Saatchi & Saatchi

Winners Merchants
International

Corporate Supporter
Fine Lines Sign Co. Inc.

Corporate Supporters
ConocoPhillips Canada

Campaign Supporters
AGF Management Limited
Halifax International Airport Authority
Murray Chevrolet Oldsmobile
Phillips, Hager & North Investment
Management Ltd.
Tippet-Richardson Limited

LCBO

Bank of Montreal

MJM Productions

Elementary school program (2007-2008)
MADD SCIENTIST &
THE QUEST FOR POWER
National Sponsor
Allstate Insurance
Company of Canada

Community Sponsors
Alberta Transportation
Safety Fund
Crowsnest Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Fort Macleod Agencies (1989) Ltd.
Fraser Valley Autoplan
Brokers Road
Safety Program
Knights of Columbus (BC)
Charity Foundation
MacMurray Foundation
New Brunswick
Liquor Corporation

CIBC

RBC Foundation

Community Sponsor
New Brunswick
Liquor Corporation

SaskTel/Tel Care

Trademark used under licence by Allstate Insurance Company

®

Vehicle Sponsor
Discount Car and
Truck Rentals Ltd.

Campaign 911 Sponsors
Title Sponsor
#TAXI
Official Sponsor
Allstate Insurance
Company of Canada
Trademark used under licence by Allstate Insurance Company

®

Sedgewick Land &
Insurance Ltd. and
S. James Agencies (Killam) Ltd.
Vehicle Sponsor
Discount Car and
Truck Rentals Ltd.

Strides for
Change Sponsor
Event Sponsor
Maritime-Ontario
Freight Lines Limited

Contact Us
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Phone: 905-829-8805 1-800-665-MADD Fax: 905-829-8860
Internet: http://www.madd.ca
Email: info@madd.ca
Mail: 2010 Winston Park Drive, Suite 500, Oakville, ON L6H 5R7

Chair of Board of Directors: Carolyn Swinson
National President: Margaret Miller
Chief Executive Officer: Andrew Murie

