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Throughout the 2017-2018 school year, MADD Canada travelled to schools across the country to present
the school assembly program, “The Pact”, with the purpose of educating students about the dangers of
impaired driving. Environics designed a three-part research study to evaluate the effectiveness of the
school assembly presentation in influencing students’ attitudes and behaviours regarding the use of
alcohol/marijuana and driving practices. This is consistent with the approach used in previous years to
evaluate similar MADD Canada school assembly programs.
Methodology
Three online surveys were conducted as part of this study:
•

A baseline survey with 504 Canadians aged 13 to 19 recruited from an online panel with
representative quotas for region, gender and age

•

A post-assembly survey with 10,550 students conducted within five days after they saw the
presentation

•

A 3-month follow-up survey with 1,629 students

Students who attended the assembly were given a bookmark with the survey URL in order to voluntarily
take part in the survey. Students who completed the post-assembly survey were contacted by email
three months later and asked to complete the follow-up survey. Students who completed both surveys
were entered into a draw for a chance to win one of 12 prizes.
The results of the baseline survey were statistically weighted to ensure it reflects the regional and
demographic composition of the youth population according to the 2011 Census information. Both the
post-assembly and 3-month follow-up surveys were weighted to match the age composition of the
baseline survey, to ensure valid comparisons could be made between the data sets.
Results Summary
Survey results show that students understand the messages of “The Pact” assembly presentation,
including the cautions of impaired driving and the need to plan ahead for a safe way home. A cooccurrence network diagram provided at the end of this summary demonstrates the relationships
between the most frequently words used to describe the main message of the presentation.
Students were most likely to report feeling “sad” about the presentation (71% who gave a response said
they felt this emotion). Students said the testimonials of real victims of impaired driving were the most
impactful part of the assembly with nearly half (45%) selecting this as the most impactful part of the
presentation.
Majorities strongly agreed that the presentation was effective in delivering the main message (66%
post-assembly, 67% follow-up strongly agreed) and that it makes me want to make the right decision
when it comes to impaired driving (74% post-assembly, 73% follow-up strongly agreed). Fewer felt the
presentation is aimed at people like themselves (34% post-assembly, 37% follow-up strongly agreed).
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Importantly, the presentation generated on-going discussion; post-assembly, three-quarters (73%) said
they already had (or plan to have) conversations with friends and family about the presentation or
impaired driving. Nearly all (97%) see importance in showing a similar presentation next year.
Overall, perceptions of the impact of impairment from either drugs or alcohol on ability to drive are
more acute among students who have been exposed to “The Pact” than among those who have not
been exposed to the assembly (baseline sample). Students typically agree that marijuana use would
make a person’s ability to drive a lot worse (72% baseline, 79% post-assembly, 86% follow-up); three
months after the presentation, more than half of students (58%) report that they are now more likely to
believe it has a negative effect on driving ability.
Reported behaviours regarding drug and alcohol use remain steady from previous years; infrequent
alcohol use is common and very few report using marijuana. While most students report that drugs or
alcohol are never involved at parties, those who do report drug and alcohol presence frequently say
they plan how to get home, with most saying they arrange for a pickup by a driver.
Overall, the 2017-2018 school assembly program experienced similar levels of success as previous years,
indicating that the presentation continues to be impactful and informative as it relates to students’
perceptions of impaired driving.

Students understood the main
messages of “The Pact” and the many
interrelated aspects of the dangers of
impaired driving. Students identified
the core message of not drinking or
using drugs before driving, as well as
not to get into a car with a driver who
is impaired. Students also understood
the message to plan ahead for a safe
way home. Others mentioned
additional cautions and sentiments.
Co-occurrence Network
• Larger word “nodes” indicate
increased frequency of use.
• Darker connecting lines indicate a
stronger relationship between
words (frequency that words are
used together in comments).
• Nodes are grouped by colour to
demonstrate frequent trends and
themes in the comments.
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