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November 23, 2018 
 
The Honourable Claire Trevena 
Minister of Transportation 
Room 306 Parliament Buildings  
Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4 
Via email: Minister.Transportation@gov.bc.ca,  
 
RE: British Columbia’s Bill 55 
 
Dear Minister Trevena: 
 
On behalf of MADD Canada and our British Columbia members and volunteers, I want to express our deep 
concern over Bill 55, and call on the provincial government to commit to amendments and a regulatory 
framework that enables ridesharing. 
 
The legislation and news release contain sections that require or empower the Passenger Transportation 
Board to: 

● Restrict new entrants into the passenger transportation market; 
● Undercut the reliability of service by limiting the number of drivers and vehicles that can provide 

rides directly through fleet size caps and indirectly through requiring commercial driver licenses; 
● Reduce affordability by suggesting that prices may not be competitively established or flexed to 

ensure a ride is available even during periods of peak demand. 
 
MADD Canada stands for safety. Our mission is to stop impaired driving and to support victims of this violent 
crime. We have consistently been in favour of more transportation options including more taxis, and 
ridesharing, for communities across Canada. British Columbians need reliable alternatives to driving 
impaired, and ridesharing options like Uber must be included. 
 
By offering a safe, affordable, and reliable transportation option, ridesharing services are an important tool 
in the effort to stop impaired driving. Such options become even more crucial with the legalization of 
cannabis that took place earlier this year. 
 
Most impaired driving happens at night and during the weekend. Research by the American Public 
Transportation Association found that the busiest time for ridesharing is not first thing in the morning or at 
the end of the day when people are getting to and from work, but late at night when bars close. 
 
There is a growing body of research on ridesharing’s impact on impaired driving. Researchers at Temple 
University compared rates of alcohol-related crash deaths in cities before and after Uber was available.  
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While there are a number of factors that affect impaired driving trends, findings from this research conclude 
that the arrival of Uber in a city led to a 3.6%-5.6% decrease in the number of people killed in alcohol-related 
car crashes.  
 
Finally, a representative of the Vancouver Police Department testified before the all-party committee on 
ridesharing that the discussion with another police department in Alberta indicated that ridesharing had 
significantly assisted in clearing out the streets in their downtown entertainment districts, and getting 
people home to all parts of the city.  
 
MADD Canada respectfully asks that the provincial government ensure that legislation and regulation will 
enable more transportation options, including ridesharing. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Murie 
Chief Executive Officer 
MADD Canada 
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